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Ephesian 3:1-6 - (1 Peter 1:10-12; Colossians 1:26).  God’s Eternal Purpose has not changed.

1/ God’s Eternal Purpose starts with Himself.  Genesis 1:1; Acts 15:14-18
	a) He is the same yesterday, today and forever, and much more!!
(He is unchanging) - Psalm 90:2 – Before the mountains were born, or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
(He is just) - Psalm 145:17 – The Lord is righteous in all his ways and loving toward all he has made.
(He is Holy) - Isaiah 6:3 – Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.
(He is unchanging) - Malachi 3:6 – I the Lord do not change.
(He is omniscient- Unlimited creative power) - Romans 11:33 – Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!
(He is unchanging) - James 1:17 – Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights.
(He is omnipotent – Unlimited authority and influence) - Revelation 19:6 – Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: Hallelujah!  For our Lord God Almighty reigns.

2/ God is a Father.  Genesis 1:26-28; 3:8; 24
	a) He has a desire to reproduce His likeness/character
	b) He has a desire for fruitfulness.
	c) He has a desire for reproduction, ministry and partnership.
	d) He has a desire for communion with us.
	e) He has a desire to obtain a bride for His Son.
	f) He did not choose to get a bride from the angels. 
Hebrews 1:10-14 – Instead, v.14 – Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve
those who will inherit salvation?


3/ God chose Israel as part of the process: (Romans 2:28; 9:6; Galatians 6:16)
	a) Man’s Struggle against Satan – God made provision through the offspring of woman - Gen 3
	b) Satan won Cain over and he killed his brother, and then comes Seth. – Genesis 4:8, 25.
	c) By Genesis 6 the whole world was corrupt, except Noah (Still in Adam’s line).
	d) From Noah come Shem, Ham and Japheth.  Ham corrupted, but Shem got the blessing and
would enslave Ham.  Genesis 9:22-26.
	e) Tower of Babel (Gen. 11) God scattered.  Abram called out and separated, Isaac, Jacob (12).
	f) Israel failed its ministry to the world. Not since David and Solomon reigned were they
   		influential.  But God is not surprised!
4/ God is not surprised or frustrated by what has happened on the earth.
	a) Isaiah 14:24-27 – His Word will be fulfilled!
	b) Isaiah 55:6-13 – Eternal Purpose!
5/ The Lord shows His glory through the church.  We were made for Him, not Him for us.
  Ephesians 2:11-22; 3:1-13.
Ephesians 1:3-6 – For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.  In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.
2 Timothy 1:8-10 – So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner.  But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God, who has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace.  This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.
Titus 1:1,2 – Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ for the faith of God’s elect and the knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness—a faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time...
We are: One body - 1 Corinthians 12:13, Ephesians 2:16; 4:4.
We are: Abraham’s seed – Galatians 3:27-29.
We are: Children of promise – Galatians 4:28.
We are: Fellow heirs – Ephesians 3:6.
We are: The new man/self – Colossians 3:10-11.
