Elder Qualifications – River’s Edge Community Church – Kris Kawulok - 9-4-11


Above Reproach – To be free from any offensive or disgraceful blight of character.

Husband of one wife -  Greek actually means, “A one woman/wife man.”

1) Does not mean he must be married. (1 Cor. 7).

2) Doesn’t mean that if he was married previously that he is disqualified.

Temperate – Mental sobriety, self-control and balanced judgment, freedom from debilitating excesses or rash behavior. Stable, circumspect, mentally and emotionally stable.

Self – Controlled – Prudent, exercises good judgment and common sense.

Respectable – proper behavior and orderliness.

Hospitable – An important, and required Christian command (Rom 12:13; 1 Peter 4:9; Hebrews 13:2). An elder must be an example in this practice.

Able to Teach – 

Not Given to Wine – Clearly, drunkenness is sin (1 Cor. 5:11, 6:9, 10; Gal. 5:21; Eph. 5:18; 1 Peter 4:3).

1) Alcohol is related to many murders, suicides and accidental deaths.

2) Alcoholism is one of the largest health problems in America.

- But it is not forbidden.

- An elder is called upon to help those that have experienced the affects of alcohol and must remain in such a place as to do such.

Not Violent – not a “striker” or violent. A violent man is not suitable to treat the flock of God.

Gentle – One of the most important words for an elder. Forbearing, kind, magnanimous, equitable and gracious.

Not Quarrelsome – An elder is called to work with others, therefore cannot be difficult to get along with.

Not a Lover of Money – 

Manage His own Household Well – 

1) One does not need to manage that what never has a problem.

2) The children, living at home, submit to the father’s leadership.

Not a New Convert – 

A Good Reputation Outside the Church - 


