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ISLAM AT A GLANCE
     
• 
Islam is a monotheistic (one God) religion that arose in the 7th century A.D. under its founder, Muhammad.

• 
Muhammad was alleged to be the greatest of a long line of prophets that included Moses & Jesus.

• 
“Islam” means “submission” to the will of Allah, the God of Islam.
• 
Allah’s revelation to Muhammad occurred over a 23 year period, recorded in the Quran, Islam’s holy book. 

• 
“Quran” literally means “that which is to be read.”
• 
Members of Islam are called Muslims (“those who submit”).

• 
A principal goal of Islam is to bring Islamic law to every nation.

THE STATISTICS OF ISLAM

• 
About 23 percent of the world’s population is composed of Muslims, approximately 1.57 billion followers.

•
It is the 2nd fastest growing religion in the world; behind Christianity, (Christianity has between 1.5 to 2.1 billion followers).

• 
In the last 50 years, Islam has grown about 500 percent.

• 
It is the driving force behind some 50 nations in the Middle East, Africa, and (62% of Muslims in) Asia.

• 
Some 35 countries now have populations that are at least 87 percent Muslim.

• 
It is the 2nd largest religion in Europe and the 3rd largest religion in the U.S. (over 5 million followers).

• 
There are now more Muslims in the United States than Episcopalians, Methodists, and Presbyterians.

• 
Muslims have built over 1200 mosques in the U.S., 80% of these within the past 17 years.

FACTS ABOUT MUHAMMAD




      
• Born an orphan in Mecca, on the midwest border coast of Arabia in A.D. 570.

• 
At age 25, he married a wealthy widow named Khadijah.

• At age 40, he received alleged infallible visions from the angel Gabriel who appeared to him in a cave.

• The key revelation: Allah was the one true God and Muhammad was his appointed messenger.

• His message was rejected by the locals of Mecca who worshipped the 360 idols in the Ka’bah (a religious black stone shrine).  

• He fled to the city of Yathrib (renamed Medina,“City of the Prophet”), 100 miles north of Mecca where he was welcomed.

• For the next 12 years more alleged revelations came from Gabriel which became the collected sayings of the Quran.

• At age 60, he marched on Mecca with 10,000 men and destroyed all the idols of the Ka’bah.



• 
At age 62, Muhammad died leaving behind his teachings in the Quran.

THE BASIC BELIEFS OF ISLAM

• 
There is only one true God; his name is “Allah.”  His will is supreme.  

· There is a hierarchy of angels between God and humankind; two recording angels per person who lists their good or bad deeds.

• There are four inspired books: the Torah of Moses, the Psalms of David, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and the Quran—Allah’s final message through Muhammad which supersedes all previous revelation.  
• The Quran is the only book of the four which has been preserved in an uncorrupted state.

• Out of the 124,000 prophets sent to humankind throughout history (25 mentioned in the Quran), the six principle prophets are: Adam—the chosen of Allah, Noah—the preacher of Allah, Abraham—the friend of Allah, Jesus—the word of Allah, Muhammad—the apostle of Allah (the “Seal of the Prophets”).
• There will be a Day of Judgment and a resurrection where Allah judges by the record of one’s deeds. 

• There is no assurance of salvation before you die. 
THE FIVE RELIGIOUS DUTIES (PILLARS) OF ISLAM

1. 
Reciting the creed of Islam: “There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is his prophet.” To recite with conviction makes a believer.

2. 
Offering prayers (salat) five times a day: dawn, noon, afternoon, evening, and night in a series of postures facing Mecca, the holy city.

3. 
Giving alms (zakat) to the Muslim community amounting to 2 ½ percent of one’s income.

4. 
Fasting during the month of Ramadan; abstaining from food, drink, smoking, and sexual relations during the daylight hours.

5. 
Make a pilgrimage (Hajj) to the holy city of Mecca at least once in his or her life. If health or wealth does not permit, someone may go for them as proxy.
• 
An added sixth duty is the “jihad” or “holy war.” The “greater” jihad is the internal spiritual struggle Muslims wage against sin to stay on the straight path and strive for Allah’s cause. The “lesser” jihad is the traditional holy war launched in the name of Allah against infidels (unbelievers) and the enemies of God and Islam. Anyone who dies in a holy war is guaranteed eternal life in heaven (see Muhammad 47:5 in the Quran).

THE TWO LARGEST SECTS OF ISLAM

The Sunnis:

• 
Make up 80-90% of all Muslims who predominates such countries as Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Pakistan.

•
Their name is derived from Sunnah, which refers to “the trodden path” or “tradition.” The Sunnis follow the traditions of Islam.

• 
They seek to live their lives according to the exemplary pattern they believe was set by Muhammad.

The Shi’ites:

• Make up 10-13% of all Muslims, predominates largely in countries like Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, and parts of Africa.

•
Broke off from the main body of Muslims in the first century in a dispute over the succession of leadership following Muhammad’s death.

•
Believe the successor should come through Muhammad’s bloodline whereas the Sunnis believe Islamic leadership should elect him.

WITNESSING TO MUSLIMS
• Be a friend to them.





• Be humble and don’t speak down to them.


• Be patient.



• Be prayerful that God reveals his Son to them.

• Don’t say disdainful things about Muhammad or the Quran.


• Focus on the good things Jesus (Isa) did, the cross, and the Bible.


• Graciously quote from the Bible.

• Be ready to demonstrate why you trust the Bible’s accuracy.
  

• Remember that Islamic radicals are a minority among Muslims.

• Mention the Quran’s claim to believe in and honor the prophets.

• Emphasize how the Quran affirms Jesus was sinless & righteous.

• Mention the Quran’s claim that Muhammad sought forgiveness.
• Pray for them for healing or burdens they might have.

• Ask them to read the gospels of Jesus in the Bible.

• Emphasize relationships over religion. Share your testimony.
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You Tube Muslim Reports & Conversions to Christ:
Muslim Accepts Jesus on TV: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iL4upLajJSc&feature=related
Dina converts from Islam: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PmQbgAbvkgo&feature=related
Muslims come to Jesus in Northern Iraq: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7IDdpL7lwas
Muslim Lady comes to Jesus: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uprN9_3gahc&feature=related
CBN: Muslims are coming to Jesus: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_SBDQyYIEvw
Nabeel finds Jesus through a dream: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nN9rH6n2k3Y&feature=related
A Jihadist Soldier Converts to Jesus: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MI2Jl-Iul3I&feature=related
Former Radical Muslim hears God’s voice: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-CExvHJxJnY&feature=related
Three-Part Story of Khalil’s Conversion: a radical Islamic terrorist from Egypt who changed from a murderous “Saul” to a forgiving “Paul” after Jesus visited him…
Part 1 


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=homIb_nghSU&feature=PlayList&p=A658D8657A8DFD56&playnext_from=PL&playnext=1&index=26
Part 2


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=td7xBE7ECN0&feature=PlayList&p=A658D8657A8DFD56&playnext_from=PL&playnext=1&index=27
Part 3


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=td7xBE7ECN0&feature=PlayList&p=A658D8657A8DFD56&playnext_from=PL&playnext=1&index=27
