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                                       The PATTERN OF “STRUGGLE” IN THE BIBLE:
   Firstborn after the Flesh
     Firstborn after the Spirit

       The Way of Works                                                          The Way of Faith

     “The First shall be Last”                                                “The Last shall be First”


First Adam (disobedience)
Last Adam: Jesus (obedience)


Cain 
Abel


Ishmael (Father —Abraham)
Isaac (Father —Abraham)


Esau (Amalek)
Jacob


National Israel (12 tribes)
Spiritual Israel (the Church)



• Church in the Wilderness


• Church of the Firstborn



• A holy nation (Hebrews)


• A holy nation (Jews/Gentiles)



• A kingdom of priests (Levi)


• A priesthood of believers



• Kingship rule (Judah)


• A royal priesthood




• Prophetic Spirit


• A prophetic people


Parable of the Elder Son
Parable of the Prodigal Son


Old Jerusalem
New Jerusalem


 
• Great city: 

• Holy City:

                 Sodom & Egypt (Rev. 11:8)
       Prepared as a Bride (Rev. 21)

Genesis 16; 17; 21:1-21
 Galatians 4:21-31, 5:1
Ishmael (firstborn after Hagar)    
—
Isaac (firstborn after Sarah)

Hagar – slave woman

—
Sarah – free woman

Firstborn after the Flesh (works)
—
Firstborn after the Spirit (faith)

Mosaic Covenant – Mt. Sinai
—
New Covenant – Mt. Zion

Mt. Sinai (in Arabia) – Hagar
—
Mt. Zion (in Palestine) – Sarah

Hagar - gives birth to bondage
—
Sarah - gives birth to freedom

Earthly Jerusalem

—
Heavenly Jerusalem

Still in bondage

—
Free in liberty

Law & Works

—
Grace & Truth

Ishmael – Persecutor

—
Isaac – Persecuted

Children of the slave woman
—
Children of the free woman

Ishmael removed

—
Isaac kept

Fewer children
—
Many more children (through faith)
                                               ABRAHAM
Hagar


Sarah
Ishmael
Isaac 
Muslims                  Christians
Jews
Firstborn     Church of the Firstborn   
Firstborn

Nation                       Nation                
Nation






                                               JERUSALEM
LIFE’S APPLICATION:

• Barrenness, not resourcefulness, produces life and true joy.
• Unbelief results in choices that gives birth to Ishmaels which gives birth to nations.

• Unforgiveness produces bitterness that hurts defiles many for generations to come.
            THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN ISLAM & CHRISTIANITY

Islam Says:

Christianity Says:


-It is the true religion of God (Allah)
-It is the true religion of God (Yahweh)

-God is One: he has no son or partner (no Trinity)
-God is One in Three Persons: Father, Son, & Holy Spirit

-Allah is “non-relational”—we can’t know him
-God is relational—we can know Him

-God is neither “Father” nor “love”
-God is love

-The Quran is infallible, above the Bible
-The Bible is the infallible Word of God 
-Allah is the direct author of good and evil
-God permits evil wickedness, but doesn’t cause it

-Jesus was mortal; merely a prophet
-Jesus was and is God incarnate

-Jesus was the “word” of Allah
-Jesus was the Word (God) made flesh

-Jesus didn’t die on the cross (substitute in place)
-Jesus died on the cross

-Jesus never rose from the dead
-Jesus rose from the dead

-Muhammad was superior to Jesus
-Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess: Jesus is Lord

-Saved by works is required in the Quran
-Salvation is by faith in Christ’s work on the cross

-No inherent sin nature in humankind
-Sin nature inherent in all humankind

-No atoning sacrifice or forgiveness for sins
-Christ is our atoning sacrifice for sins 
GLOSSARY:

Islam: 

A monotheistic religion characterized by the acceptance of the doctrine of submission to God, to Muhammad as the chief and last prophet of God, and to the prophet’s writings in the Koran.  


Note: there is not one single Islam, or a true Islam vs. a false Islam; there is Islam with many “branches” ranging from passive to extreme, based on how they interpret and apply the writings of the Koran. 
Koran: 


To the Muslim—the verbatim, immutable word of God.

Islamism: 

The belief system which holds that Islam is the complete, obligatory guide to human existence for all peoples, and governs all matters political, social and religious, from cradle to the grave and beyond.
Sharia: 

Islam’s religious and legal code based on the Koran. It is the necessary precondition for erecting an Islamic state and society.

Jihad: 


Basically defined as “struggle.” In application, it is the vehicle used to prepare for—through violent or non-violent means (militantly, socio-economically, or politically)—the global imposition of Sharia law. This is the goal of all branches of Islam, no matter which methods are endorsed by fundamentalists, or denounced by moderates. 

Ummah: 


The collective “community” or “nation” of Muslim believers; the whole of the Muslim world.

Dhimmitude: 


In the context of Jihad, this is an infidel’s attitude of concession, surrender and appeasement toward Islamic demands without resistance. Historically, if a non-Muslim submitted to and became a subject of a Sharia law state, they would be protected from the jihad laws which commanded killing, slavery, ransom, or deportation for the enemies. 

FINAL NOTE:  


No matter what one sees in the news or media about the moderate, non-violent, Muslims versus the radical, violent, Muslims—all Muslims share one common belief: 


“That Allah prescribed the perfect civilization, and that Western reason [secular humanism], with its corrosive immorality, is what threatens the very foundations of Islam’s civilization. Therefore, both civilizations can never become one.”


So any display of “empathy” by moderate or non-violent Muslims toward the downfall or destruction of Western civilization [and the Judeo-Christian values of America] is insincere and a mask of deception. At the core of Islam is the the “spirit” of disobedience and the “spirit” of antichrist. A “struggle” that will never cease until Christ returns.


We’ll never stop Islam’s goal for Sharia world dominance, but we can spread the love of Christ to enthrone the hearts of Muslims. 
